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LLANGOLLEN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1961. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  11th  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Llangollen  Urban  District 
for  the  year  ended  the  31st  December  1961  together  with  the 
information  supplied  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

During  the  Year  the  Census  was  taken  in  April  last,  but 
the  result  is  not  yet  available  - so  we  have  only  the  estimated 
population  of  the  Registrar  General  to  go  by.  This  has  shown 
a slight  fall  in  numbers  during  the  past  three  years.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Influenza  and 
Measles  throughout  England  and  7/ales  and  it  was  prevalent  in 
Llangollen.  Influenza  affected  people  of  all  ages  while  Measles 
was  most  common  among  young  children,  but  did  not  assume  serious 
proportions . 

A welcome  innovation  was  the  decision  of  the  County  Council 
to  inaugurate  a chiropody  service  in  the  County  to  treat  old 
people’s  foot  troubles.  A centre  is  established  in  Llangollen 
and  will  prove  a great  help  to  those  in  need. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  proposals  for  re-organising 
the  hospitals,  there  is  a distinct  threaot  to  the  existence  of  our 
efficient  Cottage  Hospital  which  has  done  meritorious  work  for 
many  years  and  where  loccnl  Doctors  and  their  patients  come 
together  in  intimate  and  close  understanding.  This  atmosphere 
can  never  be  reproduced  in  large  centralised  hospitals  at  distant 
centres.  These  may  be  necessary  for  serious  cases  but  they  cannot 
take  the  place  of  the  Cottage  Hospital  in  which  the  loca.1 
inhabitants  have  complete  faith  and  trust,  and  I hope  everything 
will  be  done  to  resist  the  closure  of  these  useful  hospitals. 

One  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the  completion 
of  the  long  overdue  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme,  which  was  the  key 
which  opened  the  door  for  the  erection  of  more  Council  houses. 
These  have  been  urgently  needed  for  yeans  to  alleviate  some  of 
our  housing  problems  and  to  enable  us  to  make  a start  on  the 
slum  clearance  programme,  which  had  been  held  in  abeyance  since 
1955  but  we  can  now  hope  to  make  good  progress. 

Mr.  Fawcett  has  been  a source  of  help  and  strength  throughout 
the  year. 

I am  also  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  Ellis  Roberts,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  and  his  Staff  for  their  help  in  compiling  this  report. 
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1,  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  District  in  Acres  . . . . ,.  . . 3,107. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  . . 3,000, 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1,115. 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  as  at 

1st  October  1961.  £37,214 

Sum  represented  by  product  of  a Penny  Rate 

for  the  Year  ended  31st  March  1961  ..  ,,  £139,  1,11, 

POPULATION 


The  census  population  is  not  yet  available  but  the  estimated 
population  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General  was  3,000,  for  1961 
as  compared  to  3,100  in  1960  and  3,110  in  1959, 

These  figures  show  a gradual  loss  of  population  each  year. 
This  has  probably  been  due  to  people  leaving  the  town  from  lack 
of  houses  to  live  in.  Let  us  hope  that  the  tide  will  turn  now 
that  houses  are  being  built  again. 

2,  VITAL  STATISTICS, 


LIVE  BIRTHS  (Comparability  factor  1,02,) 

There  was  a total  of  40  live  births  during  the  Ye or  as 
compared  to  45  in  1960  and  1959,  showing  a fall  of  5,  Births  only 
exceeded  deaths  by  1 during  the  year,  whereas  there-  were  10  more- 
births  than  deaths  in  1960, 

The  births  included  23  boys  and  17  girls.  Two  of  these  WGre 
illegitimate  births. 

Many  of  the  Llangollen  babies  are  born  at  our  Cottage 
Hospital  which  also  partly  servos  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  in 
this  respect. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  13,33  for  1961  as  compared  to  14.51  in  1960. 
The  corrected  birth  rate  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales 
was  13.59.  That  for  England  and  Wales  was  17.4  so  that  our  birth 
rate  is  now  well  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole.  There  was 
a period  during  the  past  ten  years  when  Llangollen  had  the  highest 
birth  rate  of  any  district  in  Denbighshire  and  was  higher  than  that 
for  England  and  Wales, 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

There  was  one  still  birth  during  1961  whereas  there  were  none 
in  1960.  The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  is 
24.39. 


DEATHS  (Comparability  factor  0.87) 

There  was  a total  of  39  dearths  in  1961  as  compared  to  35  in 
1960  and  40  in  1959,  so  that  although  there  were  4 more  deaths 
than  in  1960  there  was  one  less  then  in  1959. 

The  deaths  included  22  men  and  17  women.  The  chief  killing 
diseases  were  cancer  with  8 deaths  and  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulation  with  24  deaths.  These  ac counted  for  32  of  the  39 
deaths. 


» 
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Four  men  died  of  erne  or  of  the  lung  whore  as  none  died  of 
this  complaint  last  year. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  coronary  thrombosis  as  compared 
to  three  last  year. 

Both  these  diseases  arc  on  the  increase  throughout  the  country. 
The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  13.00  as  compared 
to  11.29  in  I960  and  12,86  in  1959. 


The  adjusted  death  rate  for  comp 

an  is  on  with 

that 

of  Engl, 

and  Wales  was  11,31.  The  death  rate 

for  England 

and  v 

foies  wa 

Causes  of  death 

MALE  FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

1. 

- 

1. 

Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 

1. 

- 

1. 

- ditto  - - lung/bronchus 

4. 

- 

4. 

- ditto  - - breast. 

- 

1. 

1. 

Other  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5. 

7. 

12. 

Coronary  disease  - angina. 

3 . 

3. 

6. 

Bronchitis. 

3. 

— 

o 

& • 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

1. 

1. 

All  other  accidents. 

1. 

• 

1. 

Other  heart  diseases. 

3. 

3. 

6. 

Suicide . 

- 

1. 

1. 

TOTALS 

22.  17. 

39. 

INFANT  DEATHS . 


One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  this  year’s  statistics 
is  that  there  were  no  infant  deaths  to  report.  This  compares 
with  two  infant  deaths  in  1960. 

The  Infantile  death  rate  was  NIL  as  compared  to  44,44  in  1960. 
That  for  England  and  Wales  is  21.40. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  notifiable  Infectious  diseases  should  be  notified  to 
the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  soon  as  possible  so 
that  steps  can  be  taken  to  prevent  their  spread. 

Although  there  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  throughout  England 
and  Wales,  the  number  notified  in  Llangollen  was  small  and  may 
have  been  due  to  parents  not  calling  in  a Doctor  to  what  they 
consider  a childish  ailment.  Many  adopt  the  attitude  that  the 
sooner  a child  gets  his  attack  of  measles  over  and  done  with  the 
better.  Nevertheless  measles  can  have  serious  complications  in 
the  nature  of  chest  troubles  and  car  nose  and  throat  complaints 
which  can  prove  troublesome. 

There  wan  a total  of  7 cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
as  compared  to  5 cases  in  1960.  These  included  6 cases  of 
measles  and  one  case  of  tubercular  glands. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  these 
services.  Mothers  are  advised  to  have  their  babies  protected 
against  so  many  different  infections  that  they  arc  apt  to  become 
confused,  A timetable  has  been  drawn  up  end  given  to  each  mother, 
stating  the  ago  at  which  it  is  advisable  to  bring  the  baby  for 


4. 

injections,  which  can  be  obtained  at  the  Clinics  or  at  their  own 
Doctor’s  surgery.  They  are  advised  to  have  the  baby  vaccinated 
before  3menths  then  a triple  vaccine  against  diptheria  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  in  the  next  3 months  and  ending  up  with  protection 
against  polio. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALL  POX 

This  form  of  protection  has  lost  favour  in  recent  years  and 
the  numbers  vaccinated  have  remained  low.  However  during  December 
a case  of  Smallpox  arrived  in  Britain  from  Pakistan  and  hen  censed 
a flutter  in  the  dovecotes  so  that  there  may  be  sudden  demand  for 
vaccination. 

The  numbers  vaccinated  are  shown  in  the  Table: 

SMALL  POX  VACCINATIONS 

AGE  GROUPS. 

0- lyr . h-_4  _yr . 5-14  yrs . ISplus  yrs . 

Primary  ......  16.  5.  1. 

Re -vaccination  . . -.  1.  -.  2. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA.  WHOOPING  COUGH 
,vND  TEhb'US. 

Practically  all  infants  are  now  given  the  triple  vaccine 
which  protects  against  Diphtheria,  Wh coping  cough  end  tetanus,  and 
so  avoids  having  to  give  separate  injections  for  each  infection,  thus 
saving  time  and  trouble. 

Now  that  so  many  injections  have  to  be  given  it  is  difficult 
to  fit  them  all  in  unless  the  course  is  carefully  planned. 


The  numbers  protected  against  these  infections  are  shown  in 
the  Table  and  are  not  as  good  as  in  1960. 


O-lyr. 

AGS  GROUPS 
1-4  yrs.  5-9  yrs. 

10-14  yrs. 

Diptheria. 

33. 

7.  4. 

20. 

Whooping  Cough 

33. 

6. 

- 

Tetanus . 

26. 

0-4  yrs 

6. 

. 5-9  yrs.  10-14  yrs. 

15  plus  yrs 

Booster  vaccinations 

7.  6.  5. 

POLIO  VACCINATION. 

1. 

Protection  against  Polio  still  remains  the  most  popular  with 
the  public  and  persons  between  the  ages  of  6 months  and  40  years  were 
eligible.  Although  polio  is  by  no  means  the  most  romp  on  t of  the 
infections,  it  appears  to  strike  fear  into  the  population  at  large 
probably  on  account  of  its  crippling  results  and  high  death  roll 
among  the  unprotected. 


More  people  were  protected  against  polio  in  1961  than  in  1960 
and  the  figures  are  given  in  the  Table. 


0-1  yr. 

AGE 

1-4  yrs.  5 

GROUPS. 

-14  yrs.  15 

-24  y.  25-40y. 

Second. 

4. 

IV) 

CO 

. 

42. 

22.  231. 

0-4  vrs. 

5-14  vrs. 

15-24  yrs. 

25-40  yrs. 

Third. 

• 

to 

CO 

16. 

19. 

29. 

Fourth. 

2. 

261. 

- 

- 

SANITARY  CECUMS  TANCSS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Sanitary  Inspections 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  ma.de  during  the  year,  under  the  various  acts,  Orders, 
and  Byelaws  within  the  area:- 


Housing  matters  - first  visit 

• • 

• • 

34 

second  visit 

• 4 

• • 

29 

Dangerous  structures 

• • 

• • 

2 

Nuisances  - first  visit  .. 

• 4 

4 4 

37 

second  visit  .. 

• • 

4 4 

43 

Water  Supply Works 

Defective  services 

• 4 

and 

4 4 

52 

wastages,  .. 

• 4 

• 4 

46 

Disinfestations  end  disinfections 

4 4 

6 

Drains,  cesspools  and  privies 

• • 

• • 

97 

Food  Premises  ..  ..  .. 

34 

Slaughterhouses  ..  .. 

.. 

Milk  and  Dairies  ..  . . 

— 

Factories  ..  ..  ..  .. 

17 

Amusement  houses  ..  .. 

3 

Schools  *.  ..  ..  .. 

4 

Scavenging  and  disposal.  .. 

• • 

• 4 

52 

New  buildings  raid  alterations 

• • 

4 4 

72 

Markets  ..  ..  ..  ., 

52 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  .. 

47 

627 


Summary  of  Notices  served. 

Informal  Formal  Remedied 


Dwelling  houses  - 

structural  defects  3.  -.  3. 

Nuisances  15.  -.  13. 

Water  Supply  4.  4. 

Drainage.  6.  -.  6. 

Water  Supply 

Number  of  dwellingheuses  supplied  direct 

to  house  by  ma-‘ns.  1,010 

Population  of  dwellir.ghouses  supplied  direct 

to  house  by  ma.ins  ..  2,695 

Number  of  dwellingheuses  supplied  by  means 

of  standpipes.  ..  35 

Population  of  dwellingheuses  supplied  by  means 

of  standpipes.  ..  105 

Number  of  dwellingheuses  supplied  from  private 

supplies  ..  ..  ..  72 

Population  of  dwellingheuses  supplied  by 

private  supplies  ..  ..  ..  ..  200 


The  Water  Undertaking,  which  is  owned  by  the  Council  relies 
on  two  sources  of  supply  - the  Vivod  Stream,  which  has  a gathering 
ground  of  1,100  acres  of  woodland  and  mixed  farming  is  generally 
adequate  to  supply  the  neocTs  of  the  Undertaking,  end  in  times  cf 
prolonged  periods  of  dry  weather  and  peek  demand  a supply  is  drawn 
from  the  River  Doe, 

The  water  from  both  sources  is  given  thorough  treatment  at 
the  works.  Af ter  passing  through  the  plant  which  consists  cf 
sedimentation,  rapid  sand  filtration  and  chlorination,  the  water 
is  stored  in  a covered  reservoir  to  prevent  further  contamination 
before  passing  into  supply. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  contract  for  the  enlargment  and 
modernisation  of  the  treatment  plant  at  Berwyn  and  the  River  Doe 
abstraction  plant  at  the  Horseshoe  Falls  was  nearing  completion. 

This  work  consisted  of  building  a new  sedimentation  tank,  installing 
one  new  rapid  sand  filter  and  overhauling  and  resending  the  three 
existing  filters,  installing  lime  dosing  plant  and  new  and  improved 
type  chlorine  and  ammonia  apparatus,  the  improvements  at  the  river 
intake  included  the  provision  of  new  screens  and  pumping  plant 
capable  of  delivering  17,000  gallons  pe?  hour  to  the  treatment 
plant  at  the  works. 

The  Consultants  have  also  designed  a new  automatic  booster 
plant  to  replace  the  Hydros tat  at  PI as  New ydd.  This  new  plant 
when  it  is  installed  will  consist  of  two  electrically  driven  pumps, 
automatically  controlled  to  boost  mains  water  to  either  pengwern 
or  Fron  Bache  service  reservoirs,  one  pump  will  act  as  a standby . 


A small  booster  plant  wa,s  also  installed  to  boost  mains  pressure 
to  the  properties  above  Tower  Bridge  on  Abbey  Read. 

The  following  reports  indicate  that  the  treatment  of  the 
water  is  satisfac tory 


Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory 

Mains  Supply  ..........  5 

Private  Supplies  3 

Number  returned  "Highly  satisfactory" 

Mains  Supply  . . . . . . . . . 5 

Private  Supplies  1 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Public  Supply 
Tpjcen  in  JULY  1961 

(1)  Appearance  '' ..  ..  ..  very  pale  yellow 

Odour  ..  ..  , , NIL 

Reaction  pH  ..  ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  3.8 

parts  per  million 

Total  solids  ..  „.  132 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  .*  0.11 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  ..  .,  0.035 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  . . ..  ..  ..  NIL 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  2.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl.  ..  ..  ,.  ♦.  ..  17 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in 

4 hours  at  27"C  ..  1.24 

Total  hardness  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  78 

Temporary  hardness  ,.  68 

Permanent  hardness  ..  10 

Alkalinity  ..  ..  68 

Free  chlorine  ..  ..  ..  NIL 

Poisonous  metals  

Potassium  as  K ..  ..  1.1 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  NIL 

Manganese,  as  Mn  ..  ..  . . . . , . Less  than  0.025 


Opinion : 


The  treatment  undergone  by  this  water  is 
satisfactory  and  the  organic  condition  is  suita.ble 
for  drinking  purposes 


(2) 


Taken  in  NOVEMBER  1961 


Appearance  . . « , . , . . . Clear  anci  colour- 

less 

Odour  . . ..  . . . . , . . . . . . . NIL 

Reaction j pH  . . . . . . 6.95 

parts  per  million 

Total  solids  , ..  114 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  ..  0.0 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  ..  ..  , . 0.0 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  ..  NIL 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  ..  1.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl.  . . ..  12 

Oxygen  absorbed  from ^permanganate  in 

4 hours  at  27 'JC  . . 0.88 

Total  hardness  ..  ..  ..  ..  „ . ..  66 

Temporary  hardness  ..  42 

Permanent  hardness  . • 24 

Alkalinity  ..  ..  ..  ..  42 

Free  Chlorine  ..  NIL 

Poisonous  metals  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Potassium  as  K ••  ..  ..  ..  . . 0.6 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  NIL 

Cyanides  end  thiccynanatas  . . . . , , NIL 


opinion  : The  chemical  condition  of  this  water  is 

satisfactory. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  amount  of  and  distribution 
of  water  produced  by  the  Undertaking  during  the  Year 


NATURE  OF  CONSUMPTION 

TOTAL  CONSUMPTION  IN  MILLION 
GALLONS  FOR  THE  T'TELVE  MONTHS 
ENDING  31st  DECEMBER  1961 

DOMESTIC 

47  estimated 

TRADE  ( including  agri- 

15  metered 

culture ) 

17  estimated 

OTHERS 

2 metered  - bulk  supply  to 

Wrexham  R.D.C.  Llantysilio 

Parish 

TOTAL 

81 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


In  December  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
was  complete  and  put  into  operation.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
work  was  well  in  hand  connecting  existing  sewers  to  the  new 
system  and  also  connecting  individual  house  drains  along  the 
river  banks. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

. Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  Most 
premises  receive  a.  weekly  collection.  During  the  winter  months 
the  outlying  houses  and  farms  receive  a monthly  collection 
and  this  is  increased  to  once  fortnightly  during  the  summer 
months.  The  method  of  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled 
tipping  at  the  Council's  own  refuse  tip  at  Wenffrwd. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  have  one  trained  rodent  operator  who  gives  part 
of  his  time  to  this  service.  One  comprehensive  sewer  treatment 
was  carried  out  successfully  and  he  also  attended  to  complaints 
of  a minor  nature  received  from  householders. 

HOUSING 


Luring  the  year  twenty  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council 
and  the  erection  of  ten  aged  persons  bungalows  was  commenced. 

Two  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Of  the  twenty  Local  Authority  houses  completed,  five  were 
let  to  Local  Industries  for  key  workers,  two  to  the  Local 
Education  Authority  and  thirteen  to  general  needs. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


There  are  six  caravans  sited  on  one  farm  in  the  area  for 
which  a licence  has  been  granted  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Acts  1960. 

During  the  yoar  difficulty  was  experienced  with  one  land 
owner  regarding  the  inde scrim in itc  stationing  of  caravans  on  his 
land.  The  facts  were  reported  to  the  Local  Planning  Authority 
for  enforcement  action  under  the  Act. 

FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Thirty  four  visits  heave  been  made  to  premises  where  food 
is  prepared  for  human  consumption.  The  general  standard  of  hygiene 
of  the  food  handlers  was  found  to  be  good. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  foodstuffs  which 
have  been  condemned  as  unfit  during  the  ye  car. 


Tinned.  Fruit  159  lb. 

Tinned  Milk  10  tins 

Tinned  Fish  2 lb. 

Tinned  Meat  and  Hon.  103  lb. 

Tinned  Vegetables  17  lb. 

Apples  80  lb. 


ICE  CREAM 

Twenty  seven  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  for  the  sale  of  prepacked  Icecream  only. 

Periodic  visits  arc  made  to  ensure  that  the  premises  end 
apparatus  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

MARKETS 


The  marketing  arrangements  remain  the  same,  weekly  auction 
sales  are  conducted  by  the  Auctioneers  in  the  Smithficld. 

The  Market  was  closed  for  several  weeks  during  the  early 
Spring  due  to  an  outbreak  of  Foot  end  Mouth  Disease  in  the  County. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

The  County  Council  is  now  the  Authority  for  issue ing  Licences 
to  retail  milk.  There  is  one  retail  dairy  in  the  Town  and  two 
grocer's  shops  are  licensed  to  retail  sterilised  milk. 


FACTORIES 
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Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


Number  on 
Register 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

T 

Occupiers  . 
prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  35  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

2. 

4. 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

22. 

44 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Other  premises  in  vdiicl1 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (exc- 
luding outworkers' 
premises) 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

26 

i 

50 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

~ 

Found 

— 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

- 

Unreasonable  temperatures 

Nil 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Nil 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

- 

Yours  obediently, 
(SIGNED)  T.  K.  HUGHES 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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